For fifty years, the community of echinoderm researchers has held meetings, symposia, conferences, and workshops dealing with their primary objects of research, that is sea stars, sea urchins, and allies. Over the years, a bewildering amount of literature has been published in the course of these gatherings, making it sometimes difficult for the echinoderm novice to see the woods for the trees. In order to facilitate future historic and bibliographic research, we provide a concise summary of echinoderm meetings from 1963 to 2012, together with a detailed list of publications related to these events. This list includes conference proceedings and abstracts compilations complete with ISBN or ISSN numbers. The historical background of several echinoderm conferences is described, and we present information about lesser-known meetings, held for example in the Soviet Union, France, or Japan. In addition, an overview of the evolution of echinoderm conference logos is provided. Finally, we briefly discuss the future of echinoderm conferences and their proceedings.
Introduction
Since the first symposium dedicated specifically to echinoderms in 1963, members of the echinoderm community have come together to discuss matters related to their favourite group of organisms, the marine spiny-skinned animals (Deuterostomia: Echinodermata). As anyone working in this field will have experienced, a considerable amount of our knowledge of echinoderms has been published in conference proceedings or as collected abstracts. According to John M. Lawrence (pers. comm.) , the publication of conference proceedings from independent symposia as well as national and international conference series has resulted in a "central, large compilation of echinoderm literature that in turn has led to an increase in research on echinoderms in the second half of the 20 th century" (see David et al. 2010 for statistics) .
Unfortunately, this wealth of valuable information is usually not available online and must be retrieved by more traditional ways, that is by searching libraries and flipping through thousands of pages. Having gone through this arduous process ourselves many times, we decided that it would have made life considerably easier had we known before which conferences and meetings had actually resulted in the publication of a proceedings volume, and what the publication's exact citation was. We have therefore amassed information on echinoderm meetings held from 1963 to 2012 (Table 1) , together with a concise bibliography of conference proceedings. Where available, we provide ISBN or ISSN numbers, hoping that this compilation will serve the echinoderm enthusiast as a valuable reference. In addition to this, we have accumulated the official logos of many echinoderm meetings and are able to present their evolution through time. Finally, we also hope that the list of conferences presented here will inspire members of the echinoderm community to continue the tradition of meetings that have been interrupted in the past or to even start an entirely new series of echinoderm conferences.
International Echinoderm Conference (IEC)
The international echinoderm conferences are held at intervals of roughly three years, as agreed upon on the very first meeting at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC. At that conference in 1972, it was also agreed that the conference venue would rotate between the Americas, Europe-Africa, and Austral-Asia so that individuals from different geographical areas would have an increased opportunity to attend. The regional conferences in Europe and North America (see below) were to be held in the intervening years. Nichols (1994) provides detailed statistics of IECs from 1972 to 1993. The first IEC in 1972 was in fact inofficially preceded by an independent meeting in 1966 in London (see below), where the decision to convene on a regular basis was made. The conference language at the IEC is English. Figure 1 Galway, Ireland, 24-29 September 1984. A. A. Balkema, Rotterdam, 662 pp., ISBN 978-90-6191-596- Atami, Japan, 9-14 September 1990. A. A. Balkema, Rotterdam, 590 pp., ISBN 978-90-5410-010-2 (Washington, DC, 1972 and Rovinj, 1975) 
Vsesoyuznyi Kollokvium po Iglokozhim (VKI)
Largely unknown to the Western scientific community, Soviet echinoderm researchers have held a number of international conferences dedicated specifically to echinoderms, the first of which actually preceded the first IEC held in 1972. The name of this series of meetings can best be translated into "All-Union Colloquium on Echinoderms". Although this meeting was discontinued after the fall of the Soviet Union, Russian echinoderm scientists continue to meet on a regular basis (see below). Conference language at the VKI was Russian. Figure 4 depicts selected logos of the VKI. The publications listed here are available for interlibrary loan at the Library of the Faculty of Geoscience and Geography, Georg-August Universität Göttingen, Germany. We would like to express our sincere gratitude to Sergeij V. Rozhnov and Andrej N. Solovjev for kindly donating copies of these volumes. 
I. Vsesoyuznyi Kollokvium po Iglokozhim

Rossiyskaya Konferenciya po Iglokozhim (RKI)
This series of meetings was first organized by the Paleontological Section of the Moscow Society of Naturalists and started out as symposia that were dedicated to the memory of renowned Soviet echinoderm researchers. Later, these meetings were held jointly with the P.P. Shirshov Institute of Oceanology, the A.V. Zhirmunsky Institute of Marine Biology, the Russian Paleontological Society, and the Russian Echinoderm Commission. The name of this series can best be translated into "Russian Echinoderm Conference". A synopsis of the presentations is usually published in Russian language in the Bulletin of the Moscow Society of Naturalists-Biological Series (Bjulleten Moskovskogo Obscestva Ispytatelej Prirordy-Otdel Biologiceskij, ISSN 0027-1403). Conference language at the RKI is Russian. Figure 4 depicts 
Congreso Latinoamericano de Equinodermos (CLE)
During the 12 th IEC in Durham, New Hampshire, USA, a group of Latin American echinoderm researchers decided to start "La Red Latinoamericana de Equinodermos" (The Latin American Echinoderm Network) in order to boost echinoderm research in Latin America and to strengthen the relationship between scientists in this region. The first gathering of this newly established advocacy group was held in Argentina in 2011. Subsequent conferences are going to be held in-between the dates of the IEC and the NAEC. The title of the conference can best be translated as "Latin American Echinoderm Congress". After the first meeting in 2011 it was decided to change the network's name to "La Red Iberoamericana de Equinodermos" (The Ibero-American Echinoderm Network), in order to incorporate Spanish and Portuguese colleagues. However, the current conference name will not be changed. Conference languages at this meeting are Spanish, Portuguese, and English. Currently, no conference proceedings are planned. Figure 4 depicts the logo of the first CLE. The 2° Congreso Latinoamericano de Equinodermos will be held in 2013 in São Sebastião, Brazil and will be organized by José Roberto Machado Cunha da Silva.
1° Congreso Latinoamericano de Equinodermos
Puerto Madryn, Argentina, 13-18 November 2011 Organized by Tamara Rubilar, Martin Brogger, and María Enriqueta Díaz de Vivar
Séminaire International sur les Échinodermes (SIE)
A number of conferences dedicated solely to echinoderms have been held in the 1980s in France. These meetings were intended to unite the community of echinoderm scientists with French mother tongue. The conference was discontinued after the sixth installment in 1988. The title of this meeting can best be translated into "International Seminar on Echinoderms". Conference language was French. Figure 4 depicts 
Arbeitstreffen deutschsprachiger Echinodermenforscher (ADE)
Almost thirty years after the first IEC was held in 1972, echinoderm researchers with German mother tongue united in order to tie in with the long German history in echinoderm research. The participants at these meetings usually come from Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands, but the meetings also attract the occasional "more international" attendee. The title of the conference can best be translated into "Workshop of German-speaking Echinoderm Researchers". Conference languages are German and English. 
Arbeitstreffen deutschsprachiger Echinodermenforscher
Kyokuhi-Doubutsu Kenkyuu Shuukai (KKS)
This recently established series of meetings in Japan is rather informal and is aimed at free conversation about echinoderms. Since 2005 the event is held annually. The Japanese name of the conference can best be translated into "Echinoderm Research Symposium". No proceedings or abstracts volumes have been published following these meetings. Conference language is Japanese. Figure 4 depicts selected KKS logos. At the time of publication the date of the next Kyokuhi-doubutsu Kenkyuu Shuukai had not yet been scheduled. 
Kyokuhi-Doubutsu Kenkyuu Shuukai
Florida Echinoderms Festival (FEF)
The roots of this meeting go back to 1972 when John M. Lawrence and two of his graduate students met one day at the University of Florida Marine Laboratory at Seahorse Key "to tell each other about their work" (Lawrence 1998) . Although the first meeting had been scheduled to take place close to the sea, the organizers decided to move the conference further inland in order to avoid the unpleasant side-effects of tropical storm Marco that had been scheduled for the exact dates of the meeting. This conference series was discontinued after the fifth meeting in 1999. No proceedings were published following these gatherings. Conference language was English. 
Independent echinoderm meetings and symposia
In contrast to the above-mentioned conferences dedicated solely to echinoderm studies, a range of echinoderm symposia and meetings have been held during various other, larger conferences or even as entirely independent events. The results of these echinoderm meetings have sometimes been published in the form of articles or books. Comestibles, Carry-le-Rouet 1987. GIS Posidonie, Marseille, 433 pp., ISBN 978-2-905540-11-9 In the course of assembling the historical data presented here, we have been surprised to learn how many conferences and symposia have been held in the five decades since the first meeting specifically dedicated to echinoderms was organized in Washington, DC in 1963. However, a quick look at the worldwide hotspots of echinoderm gatherings (Fig. 5 ) reveals that vast territories remain yet to be discovered by echinoderm convenors. It is therefore about time that one of the next IEC meetings should be held in Africa, Arabia, or mainland Asia! In contrast to these considerations, there is an astonishing national and regional activity, with active meetings in Japan, Russia, Germany, and the United States. Certainly, these meetings primarily reflect the worldwide density of echinoderm researchers, making a successful call for a meeting in Antarctica presumably rather unlikely. However, as the recent example of the now firmly established Congreso Latinoamericano de Equinodermos in South America shows, new and flourishing traditions could be started anytime.
Symposium on Physiology of Echinodermata
A last point we feel worthy of discussion is the form of publication of abstracts and research articles that are related to echinoderm conferences. In our view, it is critical for the future visibility, accessibility, and rapid dissemination of echinoderm-related publications that they be available not only through libraries, but also electronically via the Internet-if possible, at no cost to the reader. This important transition is exemplified by the publication of the 14 th IEC's and the 7 th ECE's proceedings in scientific journals (Cahiers de Biologie Marine and Zoosymposia, respectively), instead of in the traditional book format. In addition, in order to facilitate scientific communication, future conference proceedings, whether derived from national, regional, or international conferences, should be published in English.
